Habitable planets are often defined as terrestrial worlds capable of maintaining surface liquid water (Kasting et al. 1993) . As a result, atmospheric water vapor can be a critical indicator of habitability (see review by Robinson 2018). Thus, habitability-themed exoplanet investigations emphasize detection of water vapor signatures for their targets.
water vapor detection times remain below 100 hr for nearby targets with even 1% the water vapor column mass of Earth. Water vapor detection for more distant targets can be achieved with integration times spanning days to weeks for water vapor column masses spanning 1-10% that of Earth. Lower-resolution NIR spectroscopy is generally optimal for detecting water vapor in the atmospheres of Earthlike exoplanets when using direct imaging in reflected light. This holds true for dry or cold terrestrial planets, whose atmospheres would contain relatively little water vapor. Atmospheres richer in water vapor, such as planets undergoing a moist or runaway greenhouse, could have water vapor detected at visible wavelengths. Understanding details like an exoplanet's size, temperature, and location relative to the habitable zone can aid in determining appropriate wavelength ranges for atmospheric characterization. Overall, water vapor detection for Earth-like exoplanets is quite feasible for future direct imaging missions. 
